
The Principles and Practice of Surgery.
By Frank Hastings Hamilton, M.D.,
Professor of Surgery in Bellevue Hospi-
tal Medical College, &c. New York:
William Wood & Co. 1872. Pp. 943.
Dr. Hamilton has again placed the pro-

fession under an obligation in the form of a
new text-book, designed both for the medi-cal student and as a direct guide to the
surgeon. It is true, we have been liberally
supplied with simple text-books, perhaps
too freely ; but each one of those recently
given to the public has had its own advan-
tages which have recommended it. We
have already expressed the view that a
text-book proper is generally of little value,
except for the primary instruction of the
younger men, simply touching, as it does,
on all the topics of surgery, but failing to
furnish to the working man the minutiae
of each subject which he needs in actual
practice. To a certain extont and necessa-

. rily the work of Dr. Hamilton is suscepti-ble of this criticism ; it is strictly a text-
book ; but the full discussion which is given
to the more important topics of surgery fit
it more completely than usual as an aid to
the practising surgeon. "Whenever it
seemed necessary to a thorough compre-hension of the subject, a more minuto de-
scription of the surgical anatomy and of the
most approved operative procedures thanis usually found in similar treatises " has
been employed. It is, in this respect, not
less valuable to the student, and to the
practitioner takes the place of the more
elaborate monographs which are beyondthe reach of many. We wish that our
text-books on all the subjects of medical
literature might, in like manner, cease to
be mere leading strings for the youngest,but helps to thought, and working tools inthe hands of the maturer men.

.The book is divided into two parts : the
first on general and the second on regional
surgery. It is subdivided into chapters,much as is done in general treatises on the
Bubject of surgery. The author allots more
space than usual to gun-shot wounds, frac-
tures, dislocations and amputations, to an-
eurisms and hernia, subjects in which he
has been more particularly interested andin which his reputation is well known. In
the treatment of these topics especially theauthor has employed precise and clear lan-
guage, and, without entering into undue

discussion of the views expressed by other
men, gives sufficiently thorough and prac-tical information. In almost every respect,
the book is thoroughly reliable ; the care
and thoroughness with which the more im-
portant points are treated give it a goodcharacter, and the smoothness of its com-
position renders its perusal most agreeable.

X.

On Winter Cough, &c. A Course of Lec-
tures by Horace Dobell, M.D. New
and enlarged Edition,with colored Plates.
Philadelphia: Lindsay & Blakiston. 1872.
Pp. 258.
Tins work treats of catarrhal bronchitis,

emphysema, asthma, and tho relation, es-

pecially that of the first three, to each
other.
In the preliminary discussion as to the

production of emphysema, the author re-
jects the current hypothesis—that it maybe due to forcible expansion of the pulmo-
nary vesicles during inspiration, or to a
compensatory dilatation of the vesicles ren-
dered necessary by the collapse of neigh-boring portions of the lung, or to a degene-ration of the tissue of the vesicles, which
renders them unable towithstand the normal
dilating influences of respiration, and re-
gards emphysema as caused by the forcible
expansion of the lung during the expiratory
act. Any obstruction to the expiratorytide which may arise favors tho production
of the emphysematous condition, whether
it be a sudden strain, as from parturition,
lifting heavy weights, fits of convulsive
coughing, &c. ; or from ordinary acts of
coughing, sneezing, nose-blowing, &c,when the naso-pulmonary passages have
been narrowed from previous disease.
Tho writer dwells at length on the evils

arising from neglected winter coughs; show-ing that from year to year the attacks re-
turn, giving the patient increasing discom-fort, causing congestion and thickening ofthe naso-pulmonary mucous membranes.
This narrowing of the respiratory tubes
becomes more persistent with each succes-
sive cold, until at length comes a combina-tion of somo or all of the evils resultingfrom such repetitions, viz. dilated rightheart, collapsed lung, emphysema, &c.Three chapters are devoted to the hygi-enic and medicinal treatment of winter
cough. A few lines opposing a populardelusion, and one which we fear physicians
are not careful enough to expose,, are as
follows (p. 184) :—" It is quite astonishingwhat follies are committed with regard tothe temperature of sleeping-rooms. On
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Receipt against Cholera.—On tho occa-
sion of a great epidemic—probably one ofcholera—which reigned in the seventeenth
century, the following quatrain had much
vogue.« La France Médicale, which has
disinterred it, thinks it still applicable.
" 'liens tes pattes en chaud. Tiens vides tes bm-anx,
Ne vois pas Marguerite ; au choiera tu seras quitte."

Medical andSurgicalJournal.
Boston: Thursday, October 17, 1872.

WANTED—PUBLIC AMBULANCES.
"Why in the name of humanity do notthe proper authorities provide one or more

ambulances, stationed at a convenient point,
to be used in case of accident for conveyingsufferers to tho hospital or their homes, with
such speed and comfort as may be ? Should
any be inclined to doubt the necessity ofsuch a vehicle, the sight of four policemen
recently conveying the mutilated form of an
unfortunate laborer upon a wooden stretch-
er, in a rain storm through the streets to the
police-station, pressed by a throng of gap-ing idlers—to say nothing of his subsequent
removal in an ale wagon, with ghastly fea-
tures still exposed—would convince the
most indifferent that there existed shameful
room for an improvement, which hardly a
day in the year would fail to prove a mea-
sure of mercy and decency, and occasion-
ally, perhaps, even an actual saving of life"'
We need not apologize for the reproduc-

tion of the above, taken from the Daily Ad- '
vertiser of this city, for the pertinence of
the matter is most obvious, and it will
meet the approval of all physicians, and es-

pecially of all hospital-surgeons who are
accustomed to the collapse of newly arrived
patients, and who know to how great a de-
gree the shock of injury is increased by ex-
posure and by a jolting journey in open ex-
press wagons in care of attendants unused
to such service.
The item quoted repeats a suggestion

made by ourselves a year ago, in which we
felt called upon to urge the establishment
of a metropolitan ambulance system. Why
may we not have the advantages used in
other cities, and be able to offer our sick and
maimed fellow-citizens a reasonably safe
and comfortable moans of transportation ?
Accidents are constantly occurring, and
the victims must be moved to their homes
or the hospital ; patients usually considered
"too ill to be moved," may, with ease and
safety, be placed on a stretcher by skilled
hands, and then conveyed in an ambulance
from homes of poverty, of filth and dark-
ness, to more favorable situations for re-
covery. It is often desirable for patients
of ample means to be moved from one part

what possible grounds people justify the
sudden transition from a hot sitting-room
.to a wretchedly cold bedroom, which may
not have had a fire in it for weeks or

months, it is impossible to say ; but it is
quite certain that the absurd neglect of
iproper warming in bedrooms is a frightful
source of all forms of catarrh. We cannot
too much impress this upon our patients."
A good index concludes the volume. G.

Evolution of Life. By Henry C. Chapman,
M.D., Member of the Academy of Natu-
ral Sciences, Philadelphia. Philadelphia:
J. B. Lippincott & Co. 1873.
It is but fair to the author of a work like

the present one to mention his aim before
criticizing his performance. Dr. Chapman,
as ho states in the preface, proposes to give
a popular account of " the most important
generalizations in reference to the structure
of plants and animals, their petrified re-
mains, and mode of development, and to
point out how the theory of the Evolution
of Life follows from the acts of anatomy,
geology and embryology." This is for the
benefit of " the medical and literary world
generally, whose acquaintance with the
writings of the distinguished savans just
mentioned (Lamarck, Darwin and others)
is necessarily superficial from the nature of
their pursuits."
The book is a good compilation, but

might have been a much better one had the
author dwelt more upon tho objections to
tho theory. Having accepted it himself,
he appears to see little or nothing to pre-
vent others from doing the same.
There is an unwarrantable boldness of

statement, and much is given as probable
or certain which would be thought rather
doubtful were it not for the very theory
which it is to prove. No one with well-
founded objections will find anything here
to shake them, but those inclined to believe
will consider the book strong in a direct
ratio to their ignorance of the subject.
Provided he bear this in mind, the gene-

ral reader will find the book worth his pe-
rusal ; one side of the question is cleverly,
though superficially, put. D.
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